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Dear friends, 
 
As I write to you we are having a busy but very exc iting, 
time…  
On Sunday the 28 th of June, Matt, our new Curate, was 
ordained in Lichfield Cathedral. It was a magnifice nt 
service and God was with us powerfully. Matt told u s at 
Evensong how God had brought him to this place. We 
gave him and Jess a warm welcome afterwards. It is 
great to have them with us. ….for the record, his d ay off 
will be Friday. 
On Sunday 5 th  July we gave our Penn Wynn bibles to 
children from year 6 in our parish. It is a wonderf ul 
tradition started by Rev. Charles Wynn back in the 17 th  
century. The bibles are treasured by all who receiv e 
them. Let’s hope and pray they are read too! Our sp ecial 
thanks this year go to Jean Wellsbury who is steppi ng 
down as a trustee after over 20 years. 
On 12 th  July, we had the Penn Puppets at the 10am 
service. They are always popular.  
On the evening of 12 th  July there was a Confirmation 
Service at which the Bishop of Wolverhampton 
presided. The candidates this year were Su Turner, 
Louise Lovatt, David Price, Mandy Smart, Jane 
Robinson, Matthew Price and William Wragg. Amanda 
Sheldon was received into the Church of England. 
Please pray for all of these as they take this majo r step 
of faith.  
As well as all this we are putting together plans f or the 
future of our church hall. More on that next month.  
Penn really is an exciting place to be at the momen t. 
God is good! 
Your friend and Vicar 
 

Rev. Ben  
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Matt first sensed that God might be calling him to 
church leadership when he was just 17. Having grown  
up in church he was familiar with the idea that God  
speaks to people through His Holy Spirit. He 
experienced this in a profound way at a local youth  
event where God spoke very clearly to him through 
another Christian saying that He wanted Matt to be in 
church leadership. 
 
To start with, Matt responded (reluctantly at first ) by 
getting more involved with playing the guitar and 
leading worship in his church. As Matt came to the end 
of his 3 years studying mathematics, he began to lo ok 
for work in accountancy. In doing so, he realised t hat 
this did not quite fit, and God prompted him once m ore 
to consider church leadership.   
 
With the encouragement of friends and family, Matt 
decided to explore it more seriously, and spent 2 y ears 
working as a Parish Assistant in Wolverhampton. 
During that time, he gradually accepted that God wa s 
asking him to put himself forward for ordination – 
which he did by God’s grace. 
 
Matt is 26 and married to Jess and has just finishe d 3 
years at St John’s in Nottingham. 
 
He is now Curate at St Bartholomew’s and St Anne’s 
Churches. Having preached many sermons before his 
ordination, his first sermon with us was done well.   
 
The future looks bright, both for Matt, and our 
Churches. 



  
     
  
  
 
 
 
 

 
The Penn Ladies Group  will be going on a trip to 
Tutbury on Tuesday 11 th  August – those who have 
booked a place should meet on the Church car park a t 
10.15am, ready for a 10.30am departure. 
 
The Prayers for Healing Group  will meet in the Lady 
Chapel at 7.30pm on Monday 17 th  August. If you wish 
the Group to offer up prayers for yourself, friends , or 
loved ones, then put the details on a card and affi x it to 
the notice board next to the door leading to the Oa k 
Room corridor. You may even like to attend – you wi ll 
be welcome. 
 
As far as I know, there will be no meetings for the  usual 
groups in August, the ones listed above being the 
exception 
 

�
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Stage managers 
Through all the changing scenes of life. 

 
Seaside landladies 

Abide with me. 
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Reminiscences of Gill Skitt - Penn Common 
 
I was interested to read Trevor Fletcher’s account of life 
on Penn Common during the War. The store on Sedgley  
Road where he was born is now a private house in 
which we live. 
We came to Penn Common in 1971 with our new baby, 
and lived next door to the school. There were two s hops 
but The Stores was the one I used most. In the late  70s 
the shop closed, and in 1988 we moved there with ou r 
two teenage sons. 
In the 70s, life was quieter, the school was smalle r, and 
the only traffic was at rush hour. There were regul ar 
buses to Sedgley and Wolverhampton; if you got on t he 
bus to come home and there was no-one you knew, it 
was best to check that you were on the right bus. 
Neighbours would meet in the shops, on the buses or  
while gardening in the Summer. It felt safe to let the 
children play outside and visit each other; as they  grew 
older, they were able to roam about the Common. 
The Church Hall was still the centre of activities.  I spent 
most of my time there as I ran the playgroup, and t he 
boys were in the cubs, scouts and Boys Brigade. I 
remember a Mom with a daughter in Brownies saying 
“What would we do without the Church Hall, it is ou r 
social centre?” 
I met one of Trevor’s sisters and invited her to ta ke a 
cup of tea one afternoon. We had changed the kitche n 
to another room, and altered the style of the windo ws at 
the front, but after talking to her and looking at old 
photographs, I realised we had reverted to how the 
house used to be. There was no electricity in Sedgl ey 
Road until the mid-80s, so, for the first five year s there 
was gas lighting. She also told me her brother invi ted 



most of the Church Choir for tea on Sundays – but h ow 
true that is I am not sure – it would have been an awful 
squash!  
Of course things have changed over the years, but i t’s 
still a great place to live, and we feel we have be en lucky 
to bring up our family here. 

Gill Skitt  
�
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This year has proved to be another successful and 
eventful one and it is a credit to all involved for  the 
achievements gained, for which I thank everyone tha t 
has made it possible. 
 
2008 was a year which saw the further evolution of 
portraiture as a subject matter and the likenesses were 
dramatic both in terms of artistic skill and the 
portraying of the true character of the study. 
 
Professional artists continue to visit St Bartholom ew’s 
Church Oak Room to offer instruction and guidance a s 
part of the continuing programme of 1 day master cl ass 
presentations, with many requesting to offer instru ction 
to the class on a continual basis. 
 
Wolverhampton Network Consortium, the funding 
agency of Wolverhampton City Council, has offered 
substantial financial support to maintain the 
momentum of Painting in Penn as it continues to mee t 
the needs of the local and City Wide Community.  Th is 
is especially poignant, particularly, when adult co urses 



nationally are becoming severely reduced. This in i tself 
is a source of concern along with the added loss of  basic 
amenities as well as the loss of social interaction s and 
support in times of critical illness and bereavemen ts.   
 
Painting in Penn will always strive to meet this es sential 
aspect, irrespective of external influences by buil ding on 
the concept that “ Art Changes Lives ” through the 
quality of delivery of our scheme.  This in turn in creases 
the artist’s self-esteem, self confidence and recog nises 
the courage to move forward and actually show off t heir 
works. 
 
During this year, we shall be supporting both the 
Charity “Stroke Support – West Midlands” and the St  
Bartholomew’s Parish Church Choir’s visit to Bristo l 
Cathedral during May 2010.   
 
I therefore, dedicate this weekend to all my artist s, the 
supporting agencies, Wolverhampton Network 
Consortium, our sponsors and St Bartholomew’s Paris h 
Church. 
 
Ron Mottram 
September 2009 
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Hello, 
  
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself. I am Police Sergeant 7475 Ronald Price of t he 
West Midlands Police, currently stationed at Pennwo od 
Court Police base in Warstones. I lead a team of ni ne 
officers who patrol Penn / Warstones / Springhill /  
Merryhill and parts of Bradmore, 5 of those officer s are 
Police constables who tackle crime issues, the 
remaining four are Community support officers who 
deal with incidents of Anti social behaviour. 
I am grateful for being given the opportunity to wr ite an 
article for your magazine, I will utilise future 
publications as a means of sharing information 
surrounding issues currently affecting our 
neighbourhood. This information will include recent  
crime trends together with basic crime prevention 
advice, intended planned police operations for your  area 
and dates of up and coming police led meetings. 
 
A little about myself. 
  
I took up my current post in January of this year a nd 
was pleased to be given the opportunity to serve th e 
community where I grew up. I am Wolverhampton born 
and bred and still live in the borough. I have been  a 
resident in Castlecroft, Bradmore and Merryhill and  
attended Colton Hills School as a boy. 
I played Sunday league football for a local Public house 
(Battle of Britain) and also pool for the Rose and Crown 
on the Penn road. My family still live in Penn so a s you 
can see I have had and still have social ties to ou r 
neighbourhood.  
 



I have been a police officer for almost 15 years an d have 
a wide range of Policing experience. I worked in 
Wednesfield for 11 years learning my trade and duri ng 
this time I have trained new recruits, worked on CI D 
and have been an investigator on Murder incident 
rooms.  
On promotion to the rank of Sergeant, I transferred  to 
Wolverhampton and for the last 4 years I have 
worked on this side of the borough leading support and 
neighbourhood policing teams. As your neighbourhood  
Sergeant it is my intention to reduce incidents of crime 
and disorder and to make our community feel safer. 
It would be a pleasure to meet as many of you as 
possible and I will keep you informed of future mee tings 
which are an opportunity for Partners and community  
to come together to discuss issues that affect our 
quality of life, either positively or negatively. 
  
I have included my contact details below. 
Kind regards.  
Ron Price. 
  
Police Sergeant 7475.  
0845 113 5000 
Ext 7630 6091 
r.price@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk  

 
 
 
 

Answers to Children’s Quiz 
�

���>��
?������@��

��?�+����=?��2��A����?��,������� 
?�
	���
��)�
B
������8���?��.����

���?�����(

�
?��"� �A�

�?�

�������)



Art in Penn Weekend 2009 �
 

 

Programme 
 
 
Friday 11th September  
 
8.00 – 9.30pm 
Formal Opening by David 
Evans Principal of 
Pendrell Hall College 
(1992-2009) 
Private Previewing of the 
Exhibition  for the 
Sponsors and Guests 
 
 
Saturday 12th 
September  
 
Art Exhibition in The 
Oak Room  
9.30am – 4.30pm 
 
The Church Hall 
11.00am – 1.00pm 
Geoffrey Hunt 
Landscape Painting in 
Watercolour 
 
The Church Hall 
2.00 – 4.00pm 
Professor John  
Davenport RBSA 

 
 
 
 
Portraiture in Acrylics  
Model : Mrs Kath Powell 
 
Children’s Workshop 
The Green 
Painting and Colouring 
Scenes of Penn  
11.00am  – 1.00pm 
and 2.00 – 4.00pm 
 
Adult Workshop 
The Lounge 
11.00-1.00pm 
Jude Lovatt 
Mixed Media  
 
Adult Workshop 
The Lounge 
2.00- 4.00pm 
Bob Elcock 
Animal Painting Using 
pencils 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Programme 
 
 
Sunday 13th September  
 
Art Exhibition in the 
Oak Room  
9.30am – 4.30pm 
 
The Church Hall 
Demonstration 
11.00am – 1.00pm 
Peter Goode  
Animals in Pastel  
 
The Church Hall 
2.00 – 4.00pm 
John Redfern Harris  
Landscape Painting In 
Watercolour 
 
Children’s Workshop 
The Green 
Painting and Colouring 
Scenes of Penn  
10.00am - 12.00pm 
2.00 – 4.00pm 

  
Adult Workshop 
The Lounge 
11.00 – 1.00pm 
Demonstration 
Rupert Crudeux 
Landscape Painting in 
Watercolour 

 
 
 
 
Adult Workshop 
The Lounge 
2.00 – 4.00pm  
Claire Starmer 
Abstract Subjects in 
Acrylic  
 
The Church Hall 
8pm – 10pm 
Gill Pithers  
Critique 
An Appraisal of the 
Exhibition Paintings 
 
 
Monday 14th September  
 
Art Exhibition in the 
Oak Room  
9.30am – 3.30pm 
 
Workshop 
The Hall 
10.00 - 3.30pm 
Rosemary Hale 
Application of 
Watercolour 
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(Previous chapters have seen Kay Cunningham 
(QARANC) mobilised and shipped with her colleagues to 
Northern France just after the D-Day landings. They  
took with them a mobile hospital and are still wait ing 
for a permanent place to “pitch their tents”. At th e end 
of Chapter Two, they were outside Bayeux). 
 
After a breakfast of tea and army biscuits, we join ed the 
queue for a quick face-wash and toilet. We were off  
again in convoy. We left Bayeux and travelled eastw ards 
into the countryside. Somewhere towards the route 
leading to Caen, in a lane, we stopped at a field g ate on 
which we read “30 th  British General Hospital”. It was 
painted with our colours. We had arrived! 
 
We stared in amazement. There in the field was all the 
tentage and equipment that we had packed that Sprin g 
morning at Goodwood. Now we had to make a hospital 
out of it with all speed. We had to hold ourselves in 
readiness to admit our first convoy of wounded, up to 
600 men, during the coming night. 
 
Men of the Royal Engineer Corp and Pioneer Corp had  
laid some gravel paths and concrete slabs where the  
operating theatre and X-ray units were to stand. Me n 
handled the canvas, and the pavilion tents appeared  
very quickly. There was a huge white canvas with a red 
cross in the centre of the field, plain enough for any 
aircraft to see. 
 
Feverish unpacking continued throughout the day. No w 
we wished we hadn’t been so handy with the hammer 
and nails when packing the crates back in Goodwood!  
We were urged on from time to time with mugs of tea  



and biscuits, which at least gave us a chance to 
straighten our backs. 
 
Casualties were expected to be very high for a whil e, so, 
in most of the tents, beds would be of little use. We 
would have to tend the injured on stretchers on the  
ground. At last, that Normandy field became a hospi tal. 
We were led away to a mess tent and given our first  
proper meal since arriving. We then went to find ou r 
own camp quarters. What Heaven! What bliss! Neat 
rows of tents, each accommodating four sisters, cam p 
beds erected, steel trunks in place and a canvas ch air. 
In each tent was a Beatrice stove filled with paraf fin, 
and a kettle full of water from a standpipe. All th is had 
been done by our own RAMC orderlies whose job it wa s 
to look after us and the compound. 
 
Our camp was an orchard. We found out later that we  
shared it with three goats and a mule belonging to farm 
which had been shelled just three days before. The 
animals were ownerless and became a problem, 
entering our tents and eating anything they could. The 
mule frequently kicked out the tent pegs and made a  
nuisance of himself. They just had to be got rid of ! 
 
There was a tent converted to latrines, “very super ior” 
we were told. They consisted of wooden structures w ith 
holes, and were screened from each other. After a w ash 
and brush-up, twenty sisters were called back to th e 
hospital for night duty and to receive the first 
casualties. The rest of us undressed, closed the te nt 
flaps, and climbed into our camp beds, steel helmet s 
shielding our faces. We slept, hardly hearing the s ound 
of gunfire and planes overhead. 

(To be continued) 
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THE FOLLOWING WERE BAPTISED RECENTLY 
Elliott Edward Charles Zammit Springhill Lane 
Jack Harry Zammit Springhill Lane 
Megan Eden Perkins Brenton Road 
Millie Laura Perkins Brenton Road 
Ellie Sophie Perkins Brenton Road 
Joel Henry Perkins Brenton Road 
Oliver Finley Smith Pennhouse Avenue 
Evie Rose Brown Woodhall Road 
Rome Dillon-Taylor Merry Hill 
 
THE FOLLOWING WERE MARRIED RECENTLY: 
Adam Craig Beckett – Leyla Joseph 
Christopher Stuart Birchell – Carly Louise Richards  
Ashley Stuart Jones – Louise Mary Emma Nutting 
 
THE FOLLOWING HAVE DIED RECENTLY 
Frederick Bristow  aged 85 years  Dewsbury Drive 
Ninette Young   aged 90 years  Swan Bank 
Keith Bacon   aged 70 years  Penn Road 
Nancy Dallow   aged 90 years  Merry Hill 
John Thom   aged 90 years  Boundary Way 
Eric Francis   aged 83 years  Wakeley Hill 
Beatrice Gough  aged 90 years  Leighton Road 
Melvyn Beckett  aged 53 years  Wolverhampton 
Cyril Pickering   aged 85 years  Fordhouses 
We shall remember all these people in our prayers 
 
COLLECTIONS AND COMMUNICANTS – June 2009 
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CHURCH BRASSES: 
AUGUST Elsie Carter    SEPTEMBER Mr and Mrs Millman  and Mr 
Gray 
 
MAGAZINE DATES 
SEPTEMBER magazine Copy to Editor or Parish Office by 26 th  July 
OCTOBER Copy by 30 th  August – distribution on 25 th  September 
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C E L E B R A T I O N  
P LA N N I N G 

 
 

PLANNING FOR ALL 
YOUR CELEBRATION NEEDS 

 
 

Pauline Farnell 
 
 

01902 684044 
07884 318007 

pauline@madelineanne.co.uk 
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HOME & GARDEN  
 
 

BATHROOMS – KITCHENS 
FLOOR & WALL TILING 

GENERAL HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
FLAT PACK FURNITURE ASSEMBLY 

 
ALL ASPECTS OF GARDEN 

LANDSCAPING  
& MAINTENANCE INCLUDING  

FENCING & PATIO LAYING 
 

UNITTY  IS A LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS 
THAT PRIDES ITSELF ON A QUALITY 

SERVICE AT REALISTIC PRICES 
 

WE PROVIDE A FIXED WRITTEN  
QUOTATION FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND 

 

01902 330210 ~ 07866 078312 
 

UNITTY – YOUR LOCAL NAME FOR QUALITY 
 

 

                        ��� ���� � �������� �������� �������� �������� ��� ���� �  ��������



 



Dave’s Window Cleaning  
 

An established business 
committed to providing 

 a professional, insured, reliable, 
friendly service. 

Using the latest pure water 
technology I can guarantee  

 your windows will be cleaned 
perfectly  every time . 

I will also clean your frames 
every time at no extra cost! 

 

Seeing is believing! 
 

To arrange your  
free demonstration  and  

no obligation  quote 
Please call, text or email 

Dave Turley 
07790 165654 

daveswindowcleaning@hotmail.com 
 

�����������
Property  Maintenance 

Services 
(24 hour Service) 

 
Kitchens – Bathrooms 

Blocked Drains, Sinks & Toilets 
Plastering & Rendering 
Roofing – Flat and Tiled 

Fencing – Slabbing – Block Paving 
Conservatories 

UPVC Windows & Doors 
Guttering – Fascia & Soffits 

 

8 Butts Road, Penn, 
Wolverhampton WV4 5QB 

 
Tel.01902 345287 

Mobile 07773 885395 
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WOODLANDS PADDOCK SHELTERED  
HOUSING 

For People Over 60 
434 Penn Road, Penn, Wolverhampton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  There are 25 flats including 12 at ground level. 
·  Flats include lounge, kitchen, bathroom with 

toilet and double bedroom. 
·  Three flats have an additional bedroom. 
·  There is a spacious communal lounge. 
·  Onsite laundry available to all tenants. 
·  Situated within Woodlands Quaker Home set in 

superb grounds, lawns and mature woodlands. 
·  Easy access to Penn Village, shops and medical 

centre. 
·  Regular bus service to the City Centre. 
·  Penn Quaker meeting held weekly in the main 

house. 
For further information please call: 

Stella Downs (Warden) 
Tel: 01902 341203 

www.woodlandsquakerhome.org 

01902 338578 



Greenway House 
Residential Home for the Elderly 
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Phone/fax:  
01902 688198 / 0779 328 2891 

 

 
 

ESTATE AGENTS 
 

Providing a personal and professional 
service to Homeowners and 

Homebuyers in Wolverhampton and 
the surrounding villages 

 
SALES (01902) 575555 

LETTINGS (01902) 575556 
 

Free Sales, Letting and Probate 
valuations. 

 
www.swfestateagents.co.uk 
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Let’s Go Round 
Again! 

3�	��4� ��0��5� �

�2���
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��
Gifts for ALL occasions including a 

lovely selection of New Baby & 
Christening gifts. 

  
Stockists of  

Collector's Bears (Steiff, etc) 
Betty Boop, Willow Tree/Demdaco, 
Jewellery by Kit Heath & Pilgrim 

  
Lots to see 

Browsers Very Welcome! 
Free Gift Wrapping Service 

  
2 Maypole Street, Wombourne 

Tel:  01902 324141 

Experiencing problems with your home PC?  
We can help with the following:  

- Computer Installations - Repairs - Upgrades - Servicing 

- Web - Broadband - Wireless Networking Solutions                                

- Antivirus - Spyware - Data Recovery - Backup Solutions   

- On-site PC Pickup & Return Service                        

- Supplier of New & Used IT products 

�

Based in Penn, Button Technologies offer a 
full, friendly IT on-site service for home users. 

Let’s face it who wants the hassle of taking 
broken Computer systems into town? 

Tel: 01902 565403    Mob: 07811 191958  
 

Web: www.buttontech.co.uk   

Email: info@buttontech.co.uk                                           

 �
 



 
 
 
 

St Bartholomew’s Church 
Contact Information 

 
 

CHURCH SERVICES 
 
Telephone  

St Bartholomew’s and St Anne’s Churches - 
Sunday Services – see inside front cover for detail s. 

576809 

Daily Prayers  - 9am – all are welcome  
Baptisms and Weddings  etc.  Enquiries on Tuesdays at 6pm 
to 7pm 

 

Thanksgiving after Childbirth Arrangements to be made 
through the Parish Office 

576809 

 
PARISH STAFF 

 

Vicar  The Reverend Ben Whitmore 332351 
Curate  The Reverend Matt Hird, Wynne Crescent WV4 4SW 341 238 
Reader Michael Hibbs, 57 Showell Lane, Penn 893234 
Reader Charles Ashbrook, 4 Goodrich Avenue, Perton  745829  
Reader  Brian Hopson, 9 Barn Avenue, Sedgley 670169 
Parish Office  Mrs Cathy Elwell, 57 Church Hill, WV4 5JB 576809 
Youth and Children’s Worker Val Plant –- contact via 
Parish Office or telephone number on right 

07792 658752 

Child Protection Officer Jim Storer  330662 
 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
(and other useful contacts)  

 

Church Warden  Albert Bevan, 6 Wynn Road       340447 
Church Warden  Margaret Mottram, 39 Peterdale Drive � 343528 
PCC Secretary  Mrs Ann Norman, 24 Ridgeway Drive, Penn 332733 
Treasurer  Dean Plowman, 39 Woodhall Road    � 651183 
Gift Aid Secretary  Tom Griffiths, 17 Dewsbury Drive 339451 
Organist and Choir Master  Joe Cooper   07935 962677 
Change Ringers – Tower Captain – Chris Stockford 654061 
Junior Church  Richard Vernon 339254 
Magazine Editor  Graham Stone, 29 Lancaster Gardens  
E-mail graham.stone@tiscali.co.uk 

345270 

Regular Magazine Advertising  Eunice Craig  330625 
Magazine Distribution  Mrs Pearl Kendrick, “Thatched 
Cottage” Bridgnorth Road, Trescott, 

766949 

Church Hall Bookings  Dorien Russell 339044 
Oak Room Administrator  Parish Office  576809 
Little Hands  Mrs Debbie Kinsey 07789 262025 
Website:  www.stbarts.org.uk 
E-mail: stbartspenn@googlemail.com 
SAMARITANS 08457 909090 
CRUSE  (for bereaved people) 745336 
 
 
 
 
 
 


