Parish of Penn
Magazine 40p

The Link between Concessions 351)
St. Bartholomew’s and St. Anne’s Churches
and Home

SEPTEMBER 2009

Discip\eship Course

@7

O [CHALI
TuesdaydothSeptember
r.80pmin the
Oak Room

See inside for details

For more information on St. Bartholomew’'s Church, Penn visit:

www.stbarts.org.uk




- B *5
6
] ' T+ &4 8
0 911 ) g ]
! "
$
% &C) * + )
&C) Yy - ./ - -/ Oou*
2 %'33) 4 4 567 8 9 " " -
3 5 -
' 3 9
( ' 3 9
& ) D) ) + )* - )1
3)
& 3) 2 - /)1
&C) , ) - 1 - / O1u*
. C 3) o+ */ . L / 0 -/
3
' 3) ol ,)
& 3) 01 + )=* - )1
3 3 -
& 3) 2 -
& 3) 6/ /1- /1)
&C) , ) - 1 - -/ Oou*
2 3'33 o1 - I+ 4
$ I '
&
- & 3) 2 -
&C) Yy - ./ - -/ Oou*
!
. !
# $ 0% %
) ( (
D $ M
#
, C -¢( &
/0 11 2 3 !




Dear friends,

| hope you are all enjoying a good summer break.

| would like to take this opportunity to ‘bring you up to
speed’ on the latest regarding our Church Hall. It is nearly
100 years old (slightly younger than our Mothers Union
who celebrated their centenary in July!) and is looking
rather tired. It also needs proper facilities for the disabled.
For some time now people have been saying we need to
look into the way ahead. We have recently had some minor
redecorations carried out to make it more habitable and
safe. This is only a short term fix, long term more needs to
be done.

In July we had a Church Council meeting and a public
meeting to look at the way forward. It has been decided to
try and keep the ‘shell’ of the building as much as possible
but allow architects to look into a complete redesign inside.
It is thought to be a suitable size for our needs. Also,
keeping the shell makes things much easier with regard to
planning regulations etc.

It has also been decided to try and apply for grants from
arts organisations. Penn already is a centre of artistic
excellence. We have Painting in Penn, an excellent annual
flower festival, dancing groups and are planning to hold
music festivals in the future. A good local facility (such as a
redeveloped church hall) would be a great asset. We have a
committee taking the project forward. It is our desire to
keep as many people informed as possible so please do
contact us if you have any concerns or guestions.

| also do not want the project to completely take over St.
Bart's. We are, more than anything else, a Church and we
must keep worship and service of God our top priority.

God bless you,
Rev. Ben



Freedom in Christ is a twelve week discipleship
course, including an away-day. It is designed to help
Christians to take hold of the truth of who they are in
Christ, and to equip them to live in the freedom that
Jesus Dbrings. The course starts on Tuesday 15t
September, and anyone interested should sign-up on
the notice board at the back of the Church. The course
documentation will cost £6, but concessions may be
available. If you want to find out more, have a chat with
Matt.

Penn Friendship Club meets on Thursdays in the URC
Hall, Penn Road between 2.30pm and 4pm. The
meetings in September are:

3rd — Patricia Boyd - “and the bride wore .... “

10th —  Pam Dyke - Poetry with friends

17th —  Monica’s Singers

24th —  Ruth Taylor - “lrons”

The Mothers Union monthly meeting will be held on
Tuesday 15t September in the Oak Room to hear John
and Maureen Harper give a personal view of Yorkshire,
illustrated by slides. All are welcome.

Penn Bowling Club for Senior Citizens meet in the
Clubhouse, Manor Road on Tuesdays at 2.15pm. The
meetings in September are:

1st — Mrs Taylor — Irons

15th —  John Spiers — Orchids (with slides).

29th —  Mrs Julie Matthews — Gems and jewellery



Prayers for Healing Group will meet in the Lady
Chapel at 7.30pm on 21st September — all are welcome.

Penn Ladies Group will meet at 7.45pm in the Oak
Room on Tuesday 8% September to look at the World
around us as seen and recorded by John and Maureen
Harper.

The Penn Coffee Club meets at 10.15 a.m. on the 2nd
Wednesday of each month in the Penn Community Hall,
Penn Road. (Penn United Reformed Church Hall).
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE.

The next meeting will be on the 9th September 2009
when Brian Draper talks on “Wildlife along the Severn”.

Visitors are welcome (fee £2.00)

Further information from 338351.

The Penn Townswomen’s Guild meets in the URC
Hall, Penn Road at 7.15pm on Wednesdays. The
meetings for September are:

Oth _ Life in the AA — Brian Carter

16th —  Penn Poets

23rd —  Madeira Moments — Ms Lynne Ingram

Penn Gardeners and Allotments will be holding their
Second Annual Show in the Church Hall on Sunday 6t
September. They will be putting forth their best produce
for judging (and subsequent auction).

There are classes for vegetables, fruit, jams etc and
flowers.

The Hall will be open from 12.30 midday for the staging
of the exhibits, and judging will take place at 1.30pm.
Prizewinners will be announced at 2.30pm, and the Hall
will be open to the public at 2.45pm. There will then be
a raffle followed by the auction. Tea and coffee will be
on sale.



Come along and see what produce should look like
when it's not on the supermarket shelves, and take
some home with you to see what they taste like.

Forthcoming Events and Meetings

Table Top Sale - Saturday, 3 October: 2-4pm in the
Church Hall. If you wish to reserve a table (cost £10),
please contact Margaret Mottram on 343528 as soon as
possible.

Christmas Fair - Saturday 28 November: 12noon - 3pm
Plans are again underway for our Christmas Fair.
There will be all the usual stalls (more about these in
the October Magazine). In the meantime, if you are
having a sort-out at home and are able to donate any
items then we shall start collecting at the beginning of
October. Items can be brought and left at the back of
church. If any items need collecting or if anyone would
like to offer their help, please contact Margaret Mottram
(343528) or leave a message with the Parish Office
(576809).

A Christmas Fair Meeting is arranged for Friday 16
October in the Oak Room at 7.30pm for all involved and
anyone new, who would Ilike to join us.
Thank you for your support.

The Mothers Union will be holding a coffee and biscuits
morning at the home of Dorien Russell on Thursday
15th October at 10am. Everyone is invited — entrance is
£1 which includes the refreshments. There will also be
a raffle and a bring-and-buy grocery and cake stall. Do
please support their efforts.

The next meeting will be on 8th September 2009 when
our demonstrator is Lesley Smith from Bolton and her
title is “Just for Pleasure”. New members and visitors
are welcome.

Further information from 338351.




The Penn Flower Club meets on the 2nd Tuesday of
each month for a Flower Arrangement Demonstration in
the Victory Hall, Lower Penn, at 7.30pm (next to the
Greyhound Pub).

A magical evening with a twist! will take place in the
Oak Room at 7.30pm on Saturday 10t October when
Arthur Jones will again bedazzle your senses with his
sleight of hand. As an added attraction, he will this year
be bringing Paul Morris who is a juggler. The cost is still
only £7 and includes a fish and chip supper. Book the
date in your diaries, and make sure you get a ticket
before the event.
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If you have walked in the churchyard recently you may
have noticed that a lot of work has been carried out to
level the subsidence that has occurred up there and to
make the area safe to walk upon. A very hard working
team supplied by Jones Garden Services barrowed 20
tons of soil from the car park, up the hill and down to
the far corners of the churchyard. They were very
respectful of the environment in which they were
working and amazingly cheerful despite being faced
with a very tough job. The Fabric Committee are very
grateful for a job well done and promise not to ask them
to do the next 20 tons until next year!

This was one of several jobs that Nigel Jones and his
men have done for us both at St Bartholomew’s and at
St Anne’s. So if you have a gardening job that needs
tackling we can recommend Nigel and his team. You
can contact him on 07961086527.
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A big thank you to all who attended our police
consultation meeting on Friday 24th July at Springdale
School. It is very encouraging to see so many of you in
attendance and your continued support is very much
appreciated.

For those of you who are not aware of our police
consultation meetings and police surgeries, they are an
opportunity for residents to come along and discuss
iIssues affecting the local area. During these meetings |
feedback results of previously agreed priorities as well
as up to date crime figures.

Also present at these meetings are partner agencies for
eg. Local Authority /7 Highways, etc who can offer advice
in their particular field.

It was agreed that the priorities for the coming month
will be as follows:

Speeding Langley Road / Fareham Crescent
Community speed watch will continue along Langley
Road and | will personally push the Highways
Department regarding the visibility at the Fareham
Crescent junction.

5-ways Island Merryhill

Traffic and parking congestion. My team will actively
enforce the law regarding the parking. | have also
contacted the Transportation network management
agency to offer support by tasking traffic enforcement
officers to attend the location.

Mount Road Penn

Speeding and anti social behaviour. Community speed
watch will continue along Mount Road. Increased




patrols will be allocated to deal with the pockets of
youths congregating at the location.

| would also like to take this opportunity to inform
everyone of our scheduled meetings so that you can
come along and meet myself and members of your local
policing team.

Surgeries
Thursday 13th August 2009 7-9pm Merryhill housing.
Monday 21st September 2009 7-9pm Merryhill housing.

Police Consultation Meetings

Monday 19th October 2009 6-8pm Springdale School,
Warstones.

Wednesday 20th January 2010 7-9pm Springdale
School, Warstones.

Thursday 22nd April 2010 7-9pm Springdale School,
Warstones.

Alternatively | am happy to receive emails at the below
email address.

Thank you.

Police Sergeant 7475.

R. J. Price. NPT 6. Pennwood Court. G1.
0845 113 5000 Ext 7630 6091
r.price@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk
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(The story so far — Kay Cunningham QARANC is part of the
military hospital set-up in WWII. They have set up an
hospital, on the outskirts of Caen, and now await the first
casualties).

The rain began in a steady drizzle as we found our
departments and wards, and met up with our own
orderlies whom we had trained way back in York.
Stretchers and walking-wounded were filling the tents
rapidly. When the hospital was full (every patient had
been documented and counted into the hospital),
notices were placed on the field gate — then we closed.
We learned afterwards that this area of Normandy was
full of hospitals like ours, and was known as Harley
Street.

The hospital then set to work. First, teams of surgeons
with their clerks did the rounds, looking at injuries and
assessing the most serious and urgent. Patients were
then operated on and treated in order of priority. Nearly
all of the soldiers had received some kind of dressing
and first aid at the time of their injury.

Penicillin was a great lifesaver. Every man with injuries
had been started on a course of the drug when he had
been taken to a Field Ambulance Unit of Casualty
Clearing Station. This was indicated by a bright yellow
card, like a luggage label, tied to a uniform button.
Keeping up these 6-hourly injections was of paramount
Importance. Teams of medical orderlies went round the
whole hospital administering and recording it.
Operations were performed, terrible tank burns were
dressed, and pain-killing drugs were given. We washed
and fed every man we could, and tried our best to make
them comfortable. The battles raged fiercely around
Caen .... the rain continued.



In less than 36 hours, our patients were evacuated to
the UK by air. We cleared up the wards, managed to put
up hospital beds, replenished our stocks of dressings
and drugs, or snatched a few hours of sleep. Then we
prepared for our next admissions.
Fighting continued around the Caen area. The injuries
inflicted on the soldiers were mostly mortar wounds,
limbs blown off, and the severe burns of the tank crews.
Hospital routines of admitting and evacuating
continued. Sadly, there were many deaths.
Morale slumped among patients, orderlies and sisters.
The rain was unceasing and outside was a guagmire.
The Senior Officer Commanding called a meeting.
“Tomorrow” she said, “all sisters will appear on duty in
their grey and scarlet uniforms, and white muslin
squares”. We were delighted to get out of battledress
and the hated army boots - but what about our
glamorous uniforms and all this continuous rain?
“Surely you brought umbrellas!” was the reply.
Next morning at 8am, we entered the pavilions in our
freshly ironed uniforms to cheers and wolf-whistles
from the patients. And the rain had stopped!
The routine of admitting, treating, administering drugs,
operating and generally making our patients
comfortable continued for spells of 2 or 3 days, then
followed by evacuation to the UK by air and sea. We
would then clear up, ready for the next convoy. Other
hospitals in the area were doing the same.
A system of leap-frogging was established as the main
fighting left Caen and advanced towards Belgium and
Holland. Although there was plenty of action all around
us, and the noise of battle disturbing, amazingly, just
one empty tent was set on fire as a result of the
fighting.

(To be continued)
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When | was a little girl | somehow knew of God'’s existence.
| felt a deep sense of knowing and joy that illuminated
within me. | can’t explain to you how | knew, | just did. On
Sunday afternoons you would often find me running in to
watch Jesus of Nazareth or Moses, whilst leaving my
friends to play British Bulldog or some other great 70’s
street game. Looking back, | was not really sure what my
friends thought of my frantic runs home, to me it felt very
natural to embrace the stories and teachings from the
films.

As the years passed by | somehow forgot Him and
distanced myself from the light that | held within. | became
distracted by the conformities of life, all the trappings of a
material world, the pressures to be a certain way, or run
the risk of not being accepted. My authentic self became
buried amidst a host of belief systems and conditioning
that kept me imprisoned for many years.

Throughout these years, even though | distanced myself
away from God, at times of complete despair | knew he was
at my side.

A peace and serenity would ease my difficulties, his gentle
voice guiding and strengthening me to deal with problems
that | was experiencing. | didn’'t always listen, consumed
by my own thoughts; | thought | knew best, until the same
problems kept repeating themselves over and over again.
The problems became so painful, | felt trapped almost
wanting to break free of something. Questions constantly
filled my mind “Who was 1?7, and “What was my purpose?”.
As painful as it was, looking back it was the beginning of
my journey of self discovery and to the path of God our
creator.



God brought me to faith, the moment | surrendered and
placed my trust in Him.

Initially | looked upon the Church with a sense of fear and
trepidation. | thought | wouldn’'t be welcomed. | didn’t
understand the faith, and so | thought | would look stupid
and out of place. More importantly | had this belief that
you had to be a special person to enter God’'s church.
These powerful belief systems that | had created paralysed
me to even enter the grounds of the church, let alone the
door.

As my fear of the church subsided | decided to attend the
Alpha Course here at St. Bartholomew's. My reasons for
attending the course meant | could try to gain an
understanding of who Jesus Christ was, what was the Holy
Spirit and how | could | have a better relationship with
God. The course proved so successful that | went onto
furthering my understanding by attending Holy
Communion services on Sunday mornings. At first it was a
little daunting, | fumbled through the Bible not really
having a clue where to look, or what to say, and | would
often sit or stand at the most inappropriate times.
However, members of the congregation gently showed me
the way.

And so it brings me here today, to say that | still have
much to learn and definitely more to understand. Just as a
child reaches out their hand to steady their first steps, it is
| who reaches to God to steady and strengthen me. My
relationship with him is growing and | am learning to trust
his guidance completely. | am and will always be eternally
grateful to my heavenly father God Almighty, the Son of
God, Lord Jesus Christ, and the beautiful Holy Spirit for
showing me how beautiful life is and | am proud as | stand
here to call myself a Christian.

Mandy Smart
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I'll lend you for a little while
a child of mine God said
for you to love, while they live.
And mourn for when they’re dead.
It may be six or seven years
or forty two or three
but will you till I call them back
take care of them for me?
They’ll bring their charms to gladden you
and, should their stay be brief ...
you’ll have their lovely memories
as a solace for your grief.
| cannot promise they will stay
since all from Earth return
but there are lessons taught below,
| want this child to learn.

I've looked the whole World over
in my search for teachers true
and from the things that crowd life’'s lane
| have chosen you!

Now will you give them all our love?
Nor think the labour vain?

Nor hate me when | come to take
this Lent Child back again?
| fancied that | heard them say
Dear Lord, thy will be done.

For all the joy thy child shall bring
the risk of grief we'll run.

We will shelter them with tenderness
We’'ll love them while we may.
And for the happiness we have known
for ever grateful stay.

But should thy angel call for them
much sooner than we planned
we’ll brave the bitter grief that comes

and try to understand .......
(Taken with permission from the Walker Church magazine, Newcastle on Tyne)



A blonde was sent on her way to Heaven. Upon her arrival, a
concerned St Peter met her at the Pearly Gates “I'm sorry” he
said, “but Heaven is suffering from an overload of good souls,
and we have been forced to put up an entrance exam for new
arrivals to ease the Heavenly burden.”

“That’'s OK” said the blonde, “of what does it consist?”

“Just three questions” said St Peter, “Which are?” said the
blonde.

“The first — which two days of the week start with the letter T”
“The second — how many seconds are there in a year?”

“The third - what is the name of the swagman in the song
“Waltzing Matilda”?”

“Now go away, think about those questions, and when | call for
you, | shall expect you to have the answers.” So the blonde
went away, and gave considerable thought to the questions.

The following morning St Peter sent for her and asked if she
had the answers. “l have” she said. “Well, let me hear them”
said St Peter,

“Which two days of the week begin with the letter T?”

The blonde answered “Today and tomorrow.” St Peter pondered
the answer, and decided that the answer was acceptable.

“Well now” he said “how many seconds are there in a year?”
“12” said the blonde. “How on earth did you get that answer?”
said the saint. “Easy” said the blonde “the second of January,
and February and for all the months of the year” St Peter said
he would have to go away and consider her answer. A short
time later, the Saint came back and said “I'll let the answer
stand provided that you answer the third question correctly.”
“That’s the easiest question” said the blonde. “Andy” she said.
“Really” said St Peter, “How on earth do you get that answer?”

“Easy” said the blonde “Andy sat, Andy he watched, Andy he
waited ‘till his billy boiled ... “She got into Heaven.

(My thanks to the Editor of the Walker Church magazine, Newcastle upon Tyne)



THE FOLLOWING WERE BAPTISED RECENTLY

Connor Christopher Jones Market Lane
Courtney Leigh Jones Market Lane
Imogen Rose Charlton Malasia

THE FOLLOWING WERE MARRIED RECENTLY:
Robert Keith Blower — Rachel Kate Rowley

Paul William Smith - Julie Dougliss

Paul Edward Kent - Judith Mary Jones

Lewis Littleford — Laura Massey

THE FOLLOWING HAVE DIED RECENTLY

Janet Wood aged 70 years Woodfield Avenue
Harry Griffiths aged 98 years Chequerfield Drive
Keith Hornby aged 50 years Canterbury Road
Michael Done aged 75 years Kingswood Gardens
Pat Lowe aged 85 years Pennhouse Avenue
Jean Satterthwaite aged 80 years Braden Road

We shall remember all these people in our prayers

COLLECTIONS AND COMMUNICANTS - July 2009

Date 8.00am 10.00am Total Cash Envelopes

5th 44 120 164 109.33 1870.89
12th 37 212 249 189.57 1433.72
19th 42 124 166 154.76 1230.99
26t 45 120 165 114.17 1135.95

CHURCH BRASSES:

OCTOBER Mrs T Preston
NOVEMBER Mrs J Williams

MAGAZINE DATES

Total
1980.22
1623.29
1385.75
1250.12

NOVEMBER Copy to Editor or Office by 27t September.

Distribution by 24th October



TRINITY
GUILDHALL

suaveharv.com

HOME & GARDEN

BATHROOMS - KITCHENS
FLOOR & WALL TILING
GENERAL HOME IMPROVEMENTS
FLAT PACK FURNITURE ASSEMBLY

ALL ASPECTS OF GARDEN
LANDSCAPING
& MAINTENANCE INCLUDING
FENCING & PATIO LAYING

UNITTY IS A LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS
THAT PRIDES ITSELF ON A QUALITY
SERVICE AT REALISTIC PRICES

WE PROVIDE A FIXED WRITTEN
QUOTATION FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND

01902 330210 ~ 07866 078312

UNITTY — YOUR LOCAL NAME FOR QUALITY

CELEBRATION
PLANNING

PLANNING FOR ALL
YOUR CELEBRATION NEEDS

Pauline Farnell

01902 684044
07884 318007
pauline@madelineanne.co.uk

NG, Plastiering Services
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